
India Takes Flight: Global Aviation Leaders Converge 
in New Delhi for IATA AGM 2025 

The global aviation spotlight is set on India as the International Air Transport 

Association (IATA) brings its 81st Annual General Meeting (AGM) and the World Air 

Transport Summit (WATS) to New Delhi from 1st to 3rd June 2025—marking a 

historic return after 42 years. 

 

With Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi expected to deliver a keynote address, this 

high-profile event will witness participation from over 1,700 global aviation leaders, 

government representatives, and media professionals. The summit is hosted by 

IndiGo, India’s largest airline, reaffirming its pivotal role in shaping the country’s 

aviation landscape. 

 

“We are excited to bring the IATA AGM to India after a 42-year gap. The country has 

emerged as a global aviation powerhouse with record aircraft orders, impressive 

growth, and world-class infrastructure,” said Willie Walsh, IATA’s Director General. 

“This summit provides an opportunity for the world to witness how aviation is fueling 

India's socio-economic rise.” 

 

India’s aviation sector currently supports 7.7 million jobs and contributes $53.6 

billion to GDP, reflecting its role as a major engine of economic growth. 

IndiGo CEO and IATA Board Chair, Pieter Elbers, added, “This is India’s time. We are 

proud to welcome the global airline community and showcase India’s transformation, 

innovation, and hospitality.” 

 

The World Air Transport Summit, following the AGM, will tackle the most pressing 

challenges and opportunities for the sector. Topics include: 

• Financing aviation’s net-zero goals 

• Leveraging aviation for national development 

• Sustainable Aviation Fuel and energy security 

• Financial outlooks and operational strategies 

A highlight will be the CEO Panel moderated by CNN’s Richard Quest, featuring 

leaders from IndiGo, JetBlue, FedEx, and the Abra Group. 

The summit will also celebrate inclusion through the IATA Diversity & Inclusion 

Awards, promoting gender balance under the 25by2025 initiative. 

This gathering is not just an industry meet—it’s a symbol of India’s ascent in global 

aviation and a testament to the country’s spirit of progress, partnership, and potential. 
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